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The marking out of the border which defines the subject ­ the constitutive outside ­ is the                                 
condition of possibility for the subject, the process through which it can come into being.                             
This  subject is precisely the subject who determines the formation of home ­ the space one                               
inhabits as liveable ­ and whose access to subjectivity is determined through being at home                             
­ the centre from which other beings are expelled. The subject who can act and move in                                 
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“you think Islam unites us? Islam is not where you are from. Islam is not a                               
country. You think you are my brother more than the next man on the street                             





















































































“I am torn between two worlds, leaving you [Hasina] behind. But then I wake and                             
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This being­with specters would also be, not only but also, a  politics  of memory, of                             
inheritance, and of generations. If I am getting ready to speak at length about ghosts,                             
inheritance and generations, generations of ghosts, which is to say about certain  others                         






















No justice ­ let us say no law and once again we are not speaking here of laws ­ seems                                       
possible or thinkable without the principle of some  responsibility,  beyond all living                       
present, before the ghosts of those who are not yet born or who are already dead, be                                 
they victims of wars, political or other kinds of violence, nationalist, racist, colonialist,                         
sexist, or other kinds of exterminations, victims of the oppressions of capitalist                       
imperialism or any of the forms of totalitarianism. (2006, p. xvii).  
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The crime of the other, a misdeed whose event and reality, whose truth can never                             

























Today, almost half a century later, there are many who, throughout the world, seem just                             
as worried by the specter of communism, just as convinced that what one is dealing                             
with there is only a specter without body, without present reality...what exactly is the                           
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difference from one century to the next? Is it the difference between a past world ­ for                                 
which the specter represented a coming threat ­ and a present world, today, where the                             
specter would represent a threat that some would like to believe is past and whose                             













































































In the confrontation between these two logics, terror is not on one side and death on the                                 
other. Terror and death are at the heart of each...the survivor is the one who has taken                                 
on a whole pack of enemies and managed not only to escape alive, but to kill his or her                                     
attackers. This is why, to a large extent, the lowest form of survival is killing...in the                               











The body in itself has neither power nor value. The power and value of the body result                                 
from a process of abstraction based on the desire for eternity. In that sense, the martyr,                               
[here Mbembe is discussing the phenomenon of suicide bombers] having established a                       
moment of supremacy in which the subject overcomes his own mortality, can be seen as                             
laboring under the sign of the future. In other words, in death the future is collapsed                               
into the present (2003, p. 37).  
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Just as ghosts are commonly represented as alternately unreal or terrifyingly hyperreal,                       
Islamophobia represents Muslims as a ghostly presence, as either unreal or as a                         
hyperreal interruption to our consciousness. The remarkable thing about this discourse                     





















Islamophobia makes the apparent incorporeality and incomplete raciality of Muslims                   
central to the expression of racialized governmentality. They are thus further racialized                       
as radically different but absent, incorporeal, incomplete subjects who are nevertheless                     
capable of bursting violently through into our world in moments of terrifying                       
hyperreality. This mode of constructing Muslims as alternately invisible and terrifying,                     
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